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designs, the first impulse ^of your religious heart was to acknowledge the interposition of Providence, your first step a solemn display of your humble sense of his favors. Still agitated at the remembrance of those dreadful agonies from which we have been so miraculously rescued, it is our pride to acknowledge that the Almighty has truly had the principal hand in our deliverance, and to follow you, General, in attributing to his infinite goodness, the homage of our unfeigned gratitude. Let the infatuated votary of a blind chance deride our credulous simplicity; let the cold-hearted atheist look for the explanation of important events to the mere concatenation of human causes; to us the whole universe is loud in proclaiming1 a Supreme Ruler who, as he holds the hearts of men in his hand, holds also the thread of all contingent occurrences.
" 'To him, therefore, our most fervent thanks are due for our late unexpected x*esctte. It is Him we intend to praise, when considering you, General, as the man of his right hand, whom he has taken pains to fit out for the important commission of our defense. We extol that fecundity of genius by which, under the most discouraging distress, you created unforeseen resources; rained, as it were, from the ground hosts of intrepid warriors, and provided every vulnerable point with ample means of defense. To Him we trace that instinctive superiority of your mind, which at once rallied around you universal confidence; impressed one irresistible movement to all the jarring elements of which this political machine is composed; aroused their slumbering spirits, and diffused through every rank the noble ardor which glowed in your Iwsom. To Him, in fine, we address our acknowledgments for that consummate prudence which defeated all the combinations of a sagacious enemy, entangled him in the very snares which he had spread for us, and succeeded in effecting his utter destruction without exposing the lives of our citizens. Immortal thanks be to His Supreme Majesty for sending us such an instrument of his bountiful designs. A gift of that value is the best token of the continuance of his protection, the most solid encouragement to sue for new favors. The first, which it emboldens us humbly to supplicate, as ncares, our throbbing hearts, is that you may long enjoyur citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
